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Campus Security Report 

 

 

 
 

 

Location of SGC Public Safety Department 

 

The office for the Campus Public Safety Department is located in Shannon Hall, between 

Tiger Village I and Tiger Village II. 

       

Departmental/Officer Qualifications and Authority 

 

The South Georgia College Public Safety Department is the primary law enforcement agency 

on this campus. The Department is recognized by the Peace Officers Standards and Training 

(POST) Council as a police agency and its authority stems from Georgia law. All Public 

Safety officers are certified peace officers of the State of Georgia and certification comes 

only after successful attendance at a recognized police academy. In addition, officers meet 

annual POST training requirements in order to retain their arrest powers.  

 

 These officers are responsible for traffic control and the prevention of crime on campus and, 

by Georgia law, have the authority to arrest violators of criminal and traffic laws on the 

campus and for 500 yards adjacent to the campus. 

  

 In addition to Public Safety officers patrolling the campus there are unarmed Security 

officers that patrol the campus also. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                         

 

                                  

 

                                                                                                                                                           

These Public Safety officers and/or Security officers patrol the campus 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week, 52 weeks a year.  While patrolling the campus for violations of criminal and 

traffic laws, officers also check for safety hazards and crime conducive conditions, such as 

security lighting that is out, hedges that have grown too high, etc. Any deficiencies are noted 

and referred to Physical Plant for correction. In addition, Public Safety Officers and/or 

Security Officers also routinely check parking lots and, after the hours of darkness, do not 

permit loitering in the parking lots.  Repeat offenders may be barred from the parking lot or 

the campus or have other administrative action taken. 

 

Regulation of Access to Campus Facilities 
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Access to residence halls is limited to current residents and their registered guests.  Visitation 

rules are enforced. Residence hall doors are protected by intruder alarms and video cameras. 

Public Safety responds to requests for assistance from residence hall managers concerning 

unauthorized guests, disturbances, etc. Public Safety officers also routinely check residence 

hall lobbies and other facilities, such as the swimming pool and the gymnasium, for 

unauthorized visitors.   

 

Relationship with Other Police and Emergency Agencies 

 

SGC Public Safety officers have the capability of receiving additional assistance simply by 

calling for it on their radios, which have frequencies that connect them to the local 911 

center, the Douglas Police Department, the Coffee County Sheriff’s Department, and other 

police agencies. Through the local 911 center, fire trucks, emergency medical services, etc., 

can be quickly dispatched to the campus.   

 

The campus, in the center of the city of Douglas, is easily reached by any agency called by 

Public Safety. The Public Safety Department maintains a good working relationship with the 

Douglas Police Department, the Coffee County Sheriff’s Department, the Georgia State 

Patrol, and the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, all of which have offices near the campus. 

While SGC Public Safety officers are the first responders to calls concerning criminal 

activity, these agencies provide back-up assistance when called upon and also respond when 

additional investigative assistance is needed. 

 

Reporting Incidents 

 

The SGC Public Safety Department provides first responder assistance for reports of fire, 

medical emergencies, traffic accidents, and criminal activity. That means that if you want any 

assistance, you should first attempt to contact SGC Public Safety, not the local 911 Center, as 

the 911 Center will, upon your report, contact SGC Public Safety to handle the call.  

 

If you have knowledge of any criminality on the campus you are encouraged to promptly and 

accurately report that information so that the appropriate action may be taken. There is a 

system in place on the Public Safety Web Page (Report-A-Crime) by which you may 

confidentially report, or provide information about, criminality or suspected criminality.  

This information will also be used as a reference for the compilation of the Annual Crime 

Statistics. 

Emergencies 

 

In emergencies the Public Safety officers and/or Security officers can be reached directly on 

their radios by telephone simply by dialing 64444 if on campus or 260-4444 if off-campus.  

If you call this number it is being broadcast on the radio and anyone could be listening in on 

a scanning device.   
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 At various parking lot locations on the campus are Emergency call boxes. These boxes are 

easy to use. Push the black button on the front of the call box to open the door. Once the door 

is open, a blue light on top of the pole will begin flashing and a signal is transmitted 

automatically to the Public Safety officer on duty that someone is attempting to use that call 

box. A red button is located on the inside of the box and can be pressed to talk, released to 

listen, to the Public Safety officer on duty.  

 

Non-Emergencies 

 

  If it is not an emergency, call the Public Safety Department at 64401 (or 260-4401 if off 

campus).   

   

Missing Persons 

 

If the SGC Public Safety Department receives a report that a resident student is missing, an 

investigation to determine the whereabouts of the student will be made.  This investigation 

will include, within 24 hours of receiving the report, a telephonic check with the student's 

parents, or if appropriate, any other individuals listed in college records as an emergency 

contact. 

 

Documentation of Incidents/Statistics 

 

The Public Safety Department maintains a Case Log of all Incident Reports and that log is 

available for any faculty, staff, students, or guests to review at the Public Safety Department 

during regular working hours. 

 

In compliance with The Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act of 1990, statistics for 

certain specific crimes are published annually and disseminated campus wide. 

 

 

 There are procedures also in place for the Public Safety Department to anonymously gather 

statistics from the on-campus counselor/Vice President for Student Affairs when victims of 

sexual assaults do not wish to report the offenses to the Public Safety Department, but are 

willing to anonymously provide the statistical information through the counselor or Vice 

President for Student Affairs. There is also a system in place on the Public Safety Web Page 

(Report-A-Crime) by which you may confidentially report, or provide information about, 

criminality or suspected criminality.  This information will also be used as a reference for the 

compilation of the Annual Crime Statistics. These annual statistics are published in the 

Public Safety web site and in this manual. Additional copies of the manual are available at 

the Public Safety office during regular working hours for students, faculty and staff. (Note:  

The Public Safety web site contains the same information as the manual)    
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Notifying students and employees of serious incidents 

 

Notice of violent crimes, and other crimes or incidents occurring on or off campus considered 

important for the safety and welfare of people on campus are disseminated in a timely 

manner through the Public Safety web site (Crime Alert), e-mail, called meetings of 

appropriate organizations, the South Georgia College Semaphore, or other College media.  

The Director of Public Safety is responsible for issuing those warnings. 

 

Information for Stalking Victims 

 

If you feel that someone is stalking you now, or that it is possible someone from your past 

may come here to stalk you, contact Public Safety.   

 

 If you know for certain you are being stalked and know the person, Public Safety may advise 

you to take out a warrant on the person for stalking and/or a court order for that person not to 

come near you. Public Safety officers can explain to you how to do that.   

 

If you take out a warrant or a court order for that person to stay away from you, make sure 

that Public Safety has a copy of the warrant or court order, with a complete description and 

photo if one is available of the stalker.   Public Safety can then take legal action against the 

stalker.  

 

Even if you do not take out a warrant for that person’s arrest or a court order for them to stay 

away from you, if you are truly afraid, let Public Safety know so that they can keep an eye on 

you and your vehicle. We will do our utmost to protect you. 

 

Information for victims of sexual assaults 

 

If you are a victim of a sexual assault:  

 

1. Try to keep a cool head and notice everything you can about the person: his speech, hair, 

clothes, scars, height, weight, age, and direction of travel.   

 

2. If you are assaulted someplace other than your home (a car, strange apartment) remember 

everything you can about the setting. 

 

3.  Try to leave your fingerprints everywhere you can, as well as    

     some personal belonging that can be traced back to you.  

         

4.  Get to a safe place as soon as you can.  
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5. Try to preserve all physical evidence. Do not wash, use the toilet, or change clothing if 

you can avoid it. If you do change clothes, put all the clothing you were wearing at the 

time of the attack in a paper, not plastic, bag.  

 

6. Get medical attention as soon as possible to make sure you are physically well and to 

collect important evidence in the event you may later wish to take legal action.  

 

7.  If on campus, contact Public Safety at 64444. If off campus, but within this county, call 

911. If you are off campus and do not know whom to contact, call Public Safety at 912-

260-4444. If it is off campus, we will provide someone to go with you to the local 

authorities if you wish. 

 

8. You do not have to take out a warrant for your attacker’s arrest if you choose not to. Even 

if you think initially that you will not want to seek prosecution, you may later change your 

mind. Please allow the collection of evidence and tell the investigators exactly what 

happened.   

 

9. If you do choose to take out a warrant, Public Safety will assist you in the process.   

 

10. Public Safety will not release your name to the media or the public. Your identity will be 

treated as confidential by all campus authorities that have a need to know it.  

 

11. Public Safety will refer victims not wishing to seek prosecution to the Vice President for 

Student Affairs (telephone: 260-4312).  

 

12. You may talk with a counselor who will maintain confidentiality, help explain your 

options, give you information, and provide emotional support. South Georgia College will 

make counseling and referrals available to victims of sex crimes. For on-campus 

counseling or referrals, contact the Vice President for Student Affairs at 260-4312. 

Counseling is also available at the Mental Health Clinic, 1003 S. Shirley Ave., Douglas, 

GA, telephone: 389-4430.   

 

 

13. You may contact someone you trust to be with you and support you. If you do not know 

anyone, but would like someone of your own gender to be with you we will locate 

someone for you.   

 

14. The Vice President for Student Affairs may, with the cooperation of the victim of a sex 

crime, initiate on-campus disciplinary procedures as set forth in the South Georgia 

College Code of Conduct (found in the South Georgia College Student Handbook). This 

action may be taken regardless of the victim’s decision concerning criminal prosecution. 

Possible sanctions, following the final determination of an on-campus disciplinary 



 6 

procedure regarding sex offenses, forcible or non-forcible, include academic suspension, 

fines and penalties, expulsion from the institution, or other disciplinary action.  

 

15. The accuser and the accused are entitled to the same opportunities to have others present 

during a campus disciplinary proceeding and the accuser and accused shall be informed of 

the outcome of any campus disciplinary proceeding brought alleging a crime of violence.   

 

16. Under certain conditions and provided such changes are reasonably available, the Vice 

President for Student Affairs may assist in changing academic and living situations after a 

sexual assault incident if so requested by the victim.  

 

GBI Sex Offender Registry 

 

Convicted sexual abuse offenders in the State of Georgia are required to register as sexual 

abuse offenders in the location where they live.  The GBI Sex Offender Registry can be 

found at:  http://gbi.georgia.gov 

 

Information for victims of sexual harassment 

 

Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors and other verbal, written, or physical 

conduct of a sexual nature can constitute sexual harassment and should be reported to the 

SGC Personnel Director at 260-4377.  Sexual harassment involving stalking, threats, physical 

violence, or sexual assault should be immediately reported to the Public Safety Department.  

 

Information for all victims 

 

1. Victims have a right to be notified of:  

 the arrest of the accused   

 the availability of victim service programs   

 the availability of compensation for victims of violent crimes, if requested   

 any court hearings where release of the accused will be considered   

 the release of the accused   

 court proceedings during prosecution of the case, if you request this in writing   

 the motion for new trial or appeal dates, if you request this in writing   

 the parole or change in status of defendant, if you request this in writing   

 

2. You have the right to:    

 express your opinion on the release of the accused pending court proceedings   

 express your view on the outcome of the case prior to plea negotiations or sentencing 

of the accused   

 complete a Victim Impact Statement   
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3. The Victim-Witness Assistance Program of the District Attorney’s Office, located in the 

Coffee County Courthouse, 101 South Peterson Avenue, Douglas, GA, provides victims 

and witnesses with information and support. Their telephone number is 912-383-7600.  

 

4. Public Safety has brochures on the Victim-Witness Assistance Program that further 

explain the program and are available to all victims and witnesses. 

 

Possession of weapons on campus 
 

 

1. South Georgia College is a "School Safety Zone" and, as such, by Georgia law (Code 16-

11-127.1) no weapons are allowed on campus or within 1,000 feet of the campus, or in 

school vehicles, except those weapons employed by Public Safety officers. These 

weapons include firearms, missile devises, blunt instruments, knives used for offense or 

defense, nun chucks, throwing disks or stars, stun guns, or tasers.  Violation of this law is 

a felony and punishable by a fine of up to $10,000.00 and/or imprisonment of not less 

than two nor more than ten years.   
2. There is no hunting season exception!   

3.   SGC Public Safety enforces all possession of weapons laws.  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policies on drugs and alcohol on campus 
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1. South Georgia College supports the provisions of the Drug Free Schools and 

Communities Act of 1989, the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 and the Drug Free 

Schools and Communities Act Amendments of 1989. The College strictly prohibits the 

possession, manufacture, distribution, or use of illegal drugs and alcohol on the College 

campus by students and employees. This policy also extends to employees under federal 

contracts or grants, as well as students or employees conducting College-related 

business/activities off campus.   

 

 Employees or students who violate this policy will be subject to disciplinary action, 

up to and including termination of employment, expulsion from the College and 

referral for criminal prosecution.   

 By law, students convicted of drug offenses will lose their student-aid eligibility for a 

specified period of time.  

 

2. Any disciplinary action will be consistent with the College’s and the Board of Regents’ 

policies and local and Federal laws.  

 

 Board of Regents Policy Manual, Section 406.03:  Disciplinary sanctions for 

students convicted of a felony offense involving the manufacture, distribution, sale, 

possession or use of marijuana, controlled substances or other illegal or dangerous 

drugs shall include the forfeiture of academic credit and the temporary or permanent 

suspension or expulsion from the institution.  All sanctions imposed by the institution 

shall be subject to review procedures authorized by the Board of Regents.  

 

 Board of Regents Policy Manual, Section 405.03:  The Board of Regents has 

determined that the use of marijuana, controlled substances or other illegal or 

dangerous drugs constitutes a serious threat to the public health, welfare, and 

academic achievement of students enrolled in the University System of Georgia.  

Therefore, all student organizations, including, but not limited to societies, 

fraternities, sororities, clubs, and similar groups of students which are affiliated with, 

recognized by or which use the facilities under the jurisdiction of institutions of the 

University System, are hereby charged with the responsibility of enforcing 

compliance with local, state, and federal laws by all persons attending or participating 

in their functions and affairs, social or otherwise.  

 

            As provided by the Student Organization Responsibility for Drug Abuse Act, any  

            such student organization which through its officers, agents, or responsible members  

            knowingly permits, authorizes or  condones the manufacture,  sale, distribution,  

            possession, serving, consumption or use of marijuana, controlled substances, or other 

            illegal or dangerous drugs at any affair, function, or activity of such student 

           organization, social or otherwise, is hereby declared to be in violation of the laws of 
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            this state and shall have its recognition as a student organization withdrawn and, after 

            complying with the constitutional requirements of due process, shall be expelled from  

            the  campus for a minimum of one calendar year from the date of determination of 

            guilt.  Such organization shall also be prohibited from using any property or facilities  

            of the institution for a period of at least one year.  Any lease, rental agreement or 

            other document between the Board of Regents or the institution and the student  

            organization which relates to the use of the property leased, rented or occupied shall  

            be terminated for knowingly having permitted or authorized the unlawful actions  

           described above.  All sanctions imposed by this policy shall be subject to review  

            procedures authorized by the Board of Regents (Article IX of the Bylaws).  An appeal 

            to the Board of  Regents shall not defer the effective  date of the adverse action 

            against the student organization pending the Board’s review unless the Board so  

           directs.  Any such stay or suspension by the Board shall expire as of the date of the  

           Board’s final decision on the matter.  

 

3. No student may possess or consume any alcoholic beverage on the college campus, or 

while participating in a college sponsored trip or activity.  Any student on or returning to 

the campus who is unable to control himself or herself because of consumption of an 

alcoholic beverage is in violation of this code.  

 

 The maximum penalty for the violation of this code is suspension from school.   

 

4. The Public Safety Department will enforce all state and federal laws pertaining to the 

possession, use, and sale of alcoholic beverages, including underage drinking. The Public 

Safety Department will also notify parents of underage students who are involved in 

alcohol or drug related crimes. 

 

Some Alcohol Related Crimes in Georgia: 

 

 Minors (persons under the age of 21) to purchase or possess alcoholic beverages – a 

misdemeanor, punishable by up to one year in jail and a fine of $1,000.  Under Georgia 

law any person under age 21 who purchases any alcoholic beverage shall have their 

driver’s license revoked.  

 Parents or other adults to contribute to the delinquency of a minor through the purchase, 

sale or providing alcoholic beverages to a minor – a misdemeanor, punishable by up to 

one year in jail and a fine of $1,000.  Parents may sue anyone who serves or gives alcohol 

to their minor child without their permission. 

  Anyone to use a false driver’s license or birth certificate or any other false identification 

card to obtain illegally any alcoholic beverage – a misdemeanor, punishable by up to one 

year in jail and a fine of $1,000.  Under Georgia law any person under age 21 who 

misrepresents their age in any manner, including using false identification, for the purpose 

of purchasing or obtaining illegally any alcoholic beverage shall have their driver’s 

license revoked.  
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 Anyone to possess an alcoholic beverage on public school grounds a misdemeanor, 

punishable by up to one year in jail and a fine of $300.  

 Anyone to operate a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, even if 

the person is “legally entitled” to use the drug – a misdemeanor, punishable by up to one 

year in jail and a fine of $1,000. and a suspension of their driver’s license.  

  Anyone to drink alcoholic beverages on the streets, sidewalks, alleyways, parking areas, 

public parks or other open areas – a misdemeanor, punishable by up to one year in jail and 

a fine of $1,000.  

 Anyone to give an alcoholic drink to a person who is in a state or noticeable intoxication – 

a misdemeanor, punishable by up to one year in jail and a fine of $1,000.  

 Anyone to possess an open container of alcohol while operating a motor vehicle – a 

misdemeanor, punishment includes a fine not to exceed $200 and an assessment of two 

penalty points.  

 Any school bus driver who is convicted of DUI while driving a school bus will be 

punished by imprisonment from one to five years and/or receive a fine of from $1,000 to 

$5,000.  

 Upon the arrest for a fourth DUI, the defendant’s motor vehicle will be seized.  Upon 

conviction, the DA will file a civil condemnation suit, sell the vehicle and place the 

proceeds in the general treasury of the political unit whose law enforcement personnel 

seized the vehicle.  

 

 

Some Drug Related Crimes under Georgia & Federal Laws 
 

                Georgia Laws: 

 

 To possess one ounce or less of marijuana – a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment 

for a period not to exceed 12 months or a fine not to exceed $1,000.00 or both.  

 To possess more than one ounce of marijuana – a felony, as it indicates the intent to 

distribute, punishable by not less than one year nor more than 10 years imprisonment.  

 To manufacture, deliver, distribute, dispense, administer, or sell marijuana – a felony, 

punishable by not less than one year nor more than 10 years imprisonment.  

 To possess, use, or sell other “controlled substances,” such as methamphetamine, heroin, 

cocaine, cocaine base, PCP, LSD, hashish, etc., also carries severe penalties, including up 

to 30 years imprisonment.  It is even a felony, punishable by imprisonment from one to 10 

years to possess, manufacture, deliver, sell, etc., a counterfeit of such drugs.  

 Anyone convicted of a misdemeanor involving marijuana or controlled substance 

possession will have their drivers’ licenses suspended for at least 180 days.  Restoration 

after that period depends upon satisfactory completion of a risk reduction program and 

payment of a restoration fee.  Suspensions of three and five years are imposed for second 

and third convictions, respectively.  



 11 

 Any and all assets, including real and personal property of any kind, may be seized and 

sold when such assets are associated with, used, or intended to be used, in the commission 

of any drug offense.  

 

              Federal Drug Related Crimes: 

 

 To possess Controlled Substances carries a penalty for a first conviction of up to one year 

imprisonment and a fine of at least $1,000 but not more than $100,000, or both.                          

After the first conviction the penalty is at least 15 days in prison, not to exceed 2 years 

and a fine of at least $2,500 but not more than $250,000, or both.                                                            

After 2 or more prior drug convictions:  at least 90 days in prison, not to exceed 3 years 

and fined at least $5,000 but not more than $250,000, or both.                                                

Special sentencing provision for possession of crack cocaine:  Mandatory at least 5 years 

in prison, not to exceed 20 years and fined up to $250,000 or both if:                                                                                                                                 

(a) 1st conviction and the amount of crack possessed exceeds 5 grams.                                               

(b) 2nd conviction and the amount of crack possessed exceeds 3 grams.                                             

(c) 3rd or subsequent crack conviction and the amount of crack possessed exceeds 1 

gram.   

 To traffic in marijuana (less than 50 kg), hashish (less than 10 kg), or hashish oil (less 

than 1 kg) carries penalties for the first offense of not more than 5 years imprisonment, a 

fine of not more than $250,000, or $1,000,000 if other than an individual.  The penalties 

for second offenses double.  

 

 To traffic in marijuana (50-100 kg), marijuana plants (50-99 plants), hashish (10 to 100 

kg), or hashish oil (1 to 100 kg) carries penalties for first offenses of not more than 20 

years imprisonment (if death or serious injury, not less than 20 years, not more than life), 

a fine of not more than $2 million individual, $5 million other than one individual.  For 

second offenses, not more than 30 years imprisonment; if death or serious injury, life 

imprisonment; and a fine of $2 million for an individual and $10 million other than an 

individual.  

 To traffic in marijuana (100 kg to 1,000 kg, or 100-999 plants), carries penalties for first 

offenses of not less than 5 years, not more than 40 years; if death or serious injury, not 

less than 20 years, not more than life; fine not more than $2 million individual, $5 million 

other than individual.  Second offenses carry penalties of not less than 10 years, not more 

than life; if death or serious injury, not less than life; fine not more than $4 million 

individual, $10 million other than individual.  

 To traffic in marijuana (1,000 kg or more; or 1,000 or more plants carries penalties for 

first offenses of not less than 10 years, not more than life; if death or serious injury, not 

less than 20 years, not more than life; fine not more than $4 million individual, $10 

million other than individual.  Second offenses carry penalties of not less than 20 years, 

not more than life; if death or serious injury, not less than life; fine not more than $8 

million individual, $20 million other than individual.  
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 For trafficking in Methamphetamine (10.99 gm or 100.999 gm mixture), heroin (100-999 

gm mixture) cocaine (500 – 4, 999 gm mixture), cocaine base (4-49 gm mixture), PCP 

(10-99 gm or 100-999 gm mixture), LSD (1-10 gm mixture), Fentanyl (40-399 gm 

mixture ), or Fentanyl Analogue (10-99 gm mixture), carries first offense penalties of not 

less than 5 years or more than 40 years imprisonment; if death or serious injury, not less 

than 20 years, not more than life imprisonment; fine of not more than $2 million 

individual, $5 million other than individual.  Second offenses carry penalties of not less 

than 10 years, not more than life imprisonment; if death or serious injury, not less than life    

imprisonment; fine of not more than $4 million individual, $10 million other than 

individual.  

 For trafficking in Methamphetamine (100 gm or more than 1 kg or more mixture), heroin 

(1 kg or more mixture) cocaine (5 kg or more mixture), cocaine base (50 gm or more 

mixture), PCP (100 gm or more or 1 kg or more mixture), LSD (10 gm or more mixture), 

Fentanyl (400 gm or more mixture), or Fentanyl Analogue (100 gm or more mixture), 

carries first offense penalties of not less than 10 years or more than life imprisonment; if 

death or serious injury, not less than 20 years, not more than life imprisonment; fine of not 

more than $4 million individual, $10 million other than individual.  Second offenses carry 

penalties of not less than 20 years, not more than life imprisonment; if death or serious 

injury, not less than life imprisonment; fine of not more than $8 million individual, $20 

million other than individual.  

 Trafficking in other controlled substances also carry very severe penalties.   

 

 

 

Other Federal Penalties Which May be Imposed in Drug Cases: 

 

 Forfeiture of personal and real property used to possess or to facilitate possession of a 

controlled substance if that offense is punishable by more than 1-year imprisonment.  

 

 Forfeiture of vehicles, boats, aircraft or any other conveyance used to transport or conceal 

a controlled substance.  

 

 Civil fine of up to $10,000   

 

 Denial of Federal benefits, such as student loans, grants, contracts, and professional and 

commercial licenses, up to 1 year for first offense, up to 5 years for second and 

subsequent offenses.  

 

 Ineligible to receive or purchase a firearm.  

 

 Miscellaneous:  Revocation of certain Federal licenses and benefits, e.g. pilot licenses, 

public housing tenancy, etc., are vested within the authorities of individual Federal 

agencies.  
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 Health Risks Associated with the Use of Illicit Drugs and the Abuse of Alcohol: 

 

1.  Alcohol  

 

 Even low doses significantly impair the judgment and coordination required to drive a car 

safely, increasing the likelihood that the driver will be involved in an accident.  In 1996 

there were 17,126 alcohol-related traffic fatalities.  

 

 Low to moderate doses of alcohol also increases the incidence of a variety of aggressive 

acts, including spouse and child abuse.  Studies show that at least 1/3 of all offenders of 

violent crimes were using alcohol at the time of the offense and that in cases where the 

offender and victim were “intimates,” i.e., boyfriend-girlfriend, married, formerly 

married, etc., at least 67 percent of the violent crimes involved alcohol usage.  

 

 Moderate to high doses of alcohol cause marked impairments in higher mental functions, 

severely altering a person’s ability to learn and remember information.   

 

 Very high doses cause respiratory depression and death.  If combined with other 

depressants of the central nervous system, much lower doses of alcohol will produce the 

same effects.  

 

 Repeated use of alcohol can lead to dependence.  Sudden cessation of alcohol intake is 

likely to produce withdrawal symptoms, including severe anxiety, tremors, hallucinations, 

and convulsions.  Alcohol withdrawal can be life threatening.   

 

 Long-term consumption of large quantities of alcohol, particularly when combined with 

poor nutrition, can also lead to permanent damage to vital organs such as the brain and 

the liver.  

 

 Mothers who drink alcohol during pregnancy may give birth to infants with fetal alcohol 

syndrome.  These infants have irreversible physical abnormalities and mental retardation.  

In addition, research indicates that children of alcoholic parents are at greater risk than 

other youngsters of becoming alcoholics.  

 

2.  Cannabis (marijuana, tetrahydrocannabinol, hashish, hashish oil) 

         

 Physical effects are:  substantial increases in the heart rate, bloodshot eyes, a dry mouth 

and throat, and increased appetite.  

 

 May impair or reduce short-term memory and comprehension, alter sense of time, and 

reduce ability to perform tasks requiring concentration and coordination, such as driving a 
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car.  Research shows that people to not retain knowledge when they are high. Motivation 

and cognition may be altered, making the acquisition of new information difficult.   

 

 Marijuana can also produce paranoia and psychosis.  

 

 Because users often inhale the unfiltered smoke deeply and hold it in their lungs as long 

as possible, marijuana is damaging to the lungs and pulmonary system.  Marijuana smoke 

contains more cancer-causing agents than tobacco smoke.   

 

 Long-term users of cannabis may develop psychological dependence and require more of 

the drug to get the same effect.  The drug can become the center of their lives.  

 

3.  Hallucinogens (LSD, mescaline and peyote, amphetamine variants, phencyclidine, 

psilocybin, etc.)  

         

 

 Phencyclidine (PCP) interrupts the functions of the neocortex, the section of the brain that 

controls the intellect and keeps instincts in check.  Because the drug blocks pain receptors, 

violent PCP episodes may result in self-inflicted injuries.   

 

 The effects of PCP vary, but users frequently report a sense of distance and estrangement.  

Time and body movement are slowed down.  Muscular coordination worsens and senses 

are dulled.  Speech is blocked and incoherent.   

 

 Chronic users of PCP report persistent memory problems and speech difficulties.  Some 

of these effects may last six months to a year following prolonged daily use.  Mood 

disorders -depression, anxiety, and violent behavior – also occur.  In later stages of 

chronic use, users often exhibit paranoid and violent behavior and experience 

hallucinations.  

 

 Large doses of PCP may produce convulsions and coma as well as heart and lung failure.  

 

 Lysergic acid (LSD), mescaline, and psilocybin (“magic mushrooms”) cause illusions and 

hallucinations.  The physical effects may include dilated pupils, elevated body 

temperature, increased heart rate and blood pressure, loss of appetite, sleeplessness, and 

tremors.  

 

 Sensations and feelings may change rapidly.  It is common to have a bad psychological 

reaction to LSD, mescaline, or psilocybin.  The user may experience panic, confusion, 

suspicion, anxiety, and loss of control.  Delayed effects, or flashbacks, can occur even 

after use has ceased.  
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4.  Stimulants (cocaine, amphetamines, methamphetamines) phenmetrazine, 

methylphenidate, etc.)  

 

 Stimulants (some of which are known as speed, uppers, black beauties, crank, crystal 

meth, etc.) can cause increased heart and respiratory rates, elevated blood pressure, dilated 

pupils, and decreased appetite.  Users may also experience sweating, headache, blurred 

vision, dizziness, sleeplessness, and anxiety.   

 

 Extremely high doses can cause a rapid or irregular heartbeat, tremors, loss of 

coordination, convulsions, even physical collapse, possible death.  

 

 An amphetamine injection creates a sudden increase in blood pressure that can result in 

stroke, very high fever, or heart failure.  

 

 In addition to the physical effects, users report feeling restless, anxious, and moody.  

Higher doses intensify the effects.  Persons who use large amounts of amphetamines over 

a long period of time can develop an amphetamine psychosis that includes hallucinations, 

delusions, and paranoia.   

 

5.  Depressants (chloral hydrate,  barbiturates, benzodiazepines, methaqualone, 

gluthimide, tranquilizers, etc.)  

         

 The effects of depressants (also known as downers, bars, blue devils, red devils, yellow 

jackets, quaaludes, valium, librium, etc.) are in many ways similar to the effects of 

alcohol.  Small amounts can produce calmness and relaxed muscles, but somewhat larger 

doses can cause slurred speech, staggering gait, and altered perception.  Very large doses 

can cause respiratory depression and death.  

 

 The combination of depressants and alcohol can multiply the effects of the drugs, thereby 

multiplying the risks.  

 

 The use of depressants can cause both physical and psychological dependence.  Regular 

use over time may result in a tolerance to the drug, leading the user to increase the 

quantity consumed.  

 

 When regular users suddenly stop taking large doses, they may develop withdrawal 

symptoms ranging from restlessness, insomnia, and anxiety to convulsions and death.  

 

 Babies born to mothers who abuse depressants during pregnancy may be physically 

dependent on the drugs and show withdrawal symptoms shortly after they are born.  Birth 

defects and behavior problems may also result.  
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6.  Narcotics (opium, morphine, codeine, heroin, hydromorphone, meperidine, 

pethidine, methadone, etc.)  

 

 Narcotics initially produce a feeling of euphoria that is often followed by drowsiness, 

nausea, and vomiting.  Users also may experience constricted pupils, water eyes, and 

itching.  

 

 An overdose may produce slow and shallow breathing, clammy skin, convulsions, coma, 

and death.  

 

 Tolerance (the need for more to do the same thing) to narcotics develops rapidly and 

dependence (i.e., physical and psychological addiction) is likely.   

 

 The use of contaminated syringes may result in diseases such as AIDS, endocarditis, and 

hepatitis.  

 

 Addiction in pregnant women can lead to premature, stillborn, or addicted infants who 

experience severe withdrawal symptoms.  

 

7. Inhalants (nitrous oxide (laughing gas), amyl nitrite, butyl  

      nitrite, chlorohydrocarbons, hydrocarbons)  

 

 The immediate negative effects of inhalants include nausea, sneezing, coughing, 

nosebleeds, fatigue, lack of coordination, and loss of appetite. Solvents and aerosol sprays 

may also decrease the heart and respiratory rates and impair judgment.   

 

 Amyl and butyl nitrite (also known as poppers, snappers, rush, bolt, locker room, bullet, 

and climax)cause rapid pulse, headaches, and involuntary passing of urine and feces.  

Long-term use may result in hepatitis or brain damage.  

 

 Deeply inhaling the vapors or using large amounts over a short time may result in 

disorientation, violent behavior, unconsciousness, or death.  High concentrations of 

inhalants can cause suffocation by displacing the oxygen in the lungs or by depressing the 

central nervous system to the point that breathing stops.  

 

 Long-term use can cause weight loss, fatigue, electrolyte imbalance, and muscle fatigue.  

Repeated sniffing of concentrated vapors over time can permanently damage the nervous 

system.  

 

8. Others: 
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 GHB (Gamma-Hydroxybutyrate), also known as a date-rape drug, can lead to:dizziness, 

nausea, breathing problems,  memory loss, seizures, unconsciousness and, in some cases, 

death.  Particularly life threatening when ingested with alcohol and/or other drugs. 

 

 Rophynol (flunitrazepam), a potent tranquilizer is similar in nature to Valium, but many 

times stronger.  Sedation occurs 20-30 minutes after administration of a 2-mg table and 

lasts for about 8 hours.  Has been used in sexual assaults to render a victim helpless.  It 

produces sedative effects, including amnesia, muscle relaxation and psychological 

dependence, which increases with dose and duration of use. 

 

 Ecstasy (MDMA), a “designer drug” often distributed at “rave” parties, is a synthetic 

psychoactive drug that possesses the stimulant properties of methamphetamine and 

hallucinogenic qualities most similar to mescaline. Its use can lead to:  sensory distortion 

and heightened arousal, severe thirst, heat exhaustion, anxiety, paranoia, cardiac 

difficulties and can permanently alter serotonin levels in the brain. 

 

 

Web sites for more information on drugs and their effects: 

 

www.theantidrug.com/ http://www.clubdrugs.org/ 

  

www.drugfreeamerica.org/ 

 

http://www.streetdrugs.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

         Getting Help with a Drug or Alcohol Problem: 

 

1. South Georgia College does not provide formal programs of drug and/or alcohol 

counseling, treatment, rehabilitation, or re-entry for students and employees.  Referrals 

for off-campus services are made for students by the Office of the Vice President for 

Student Affairs(260-4312) and for employees by the Director of Personnel(260-4377).  

 

2. In Douglas/Coffee County contact the Alcohol & Drug Counseling Services at 389-4188.  

 

3. Toll-Free Information:  

         

 1-800-Cocaine:  Cocaine Helpline  A round-the-clock information and referral service.  

Recovering cocaine addict counselors answer the phones, offer guidance, and refer drug 

users and parents to local public and private treatment centers and family learning centers.  

 

http://www.theantidrug.com/
http://www.clubdrugs.org/
http://www.drugfreeamerica.org/
http://www.streetdrugs.org/
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 1-800-NCA-Call  National Council on Alcoholism Information Line  The National 

Council on Alcoholism, Inc., is the national nonprofit organization combating alcoholism, 

other drug addictions, and related problems.  Provides information about NCA’s State and 

local affiliates’ activities in their areas.  Also provides referral services to families and 

individuals seeking help with an alcohol or other drug problem.  

 

 1-800-662-Help NIDA Hotline  Operated by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, is a 

confidential information and referral line that directs callers to cocaine abuse treatment 

centers in the local community. Free materials on drug use also are distributed in response 

to inquiries.  

 

 1-800-241-9746 Pride Drug Information Hotline  A national resource and information 

center, Parents’ Resource Institute for Drug Education (PRIDE) refers concerned parents 

to parent groups in their State or local area; gives information on how parents can form a 

group in their community; provides telephone consultation and referrals to emergency 

health centers; and maintains a series of drug information tapes that callers can listen to, 

free of charge, by calling after 5:00 p.m.  

 

4. Web sites:   

 

 www.collegedrinkingprevention.gov/  College Drinking 

 

 www.madd.org/home/  Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

 

 www.casacolumbia.org/  The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at 

Columbia University 

 

 

http://www.collegedrinkingprevention.gov/
http://www.madd.org/home/
http://www.casacolumbia.org/
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Reportable Crime Statistics for Calendar Years 2008-2010* 

 

Crime Reported 2008 2009 2010 Location of  Offense* 
     

Criminal Homicide 0 0 0  

  a.  Murder & Non-

negligent manslaughter 

 

0 0 0 

 

  b. Negligent Manslaughter 0 0 0  

Forcible or non-Forcible 

Sex Offenses 

 

1 
 

0 
 

0 
 

(On Campus) 

Robbery 0 0 0  

Aggravated Assault 0 
 

 

0 

0 
 

 

0 

0              
 

 

0 

(On Campus)                                               
 

(Student Residential 

Facility) 

Burglary 

 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

(On Campus) 

(Student Residential 

Facility) 

Arson 0 0 0 (On Campus) 

Motor Vehicle Theft 0 0 0 (On Campus) 

Hate Crimes 0 0 0  

 

Arrests (or other administrative action) reported for Crimes on Campus 

 

Liquor Law Violations 0 

24 

0 

17 

5 

15 

On Campus 

Student Residential 

Facility 

Drug Abuse Violations 1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

11 

On Campus 

Student Residential 

Facility 

Weapons Violations 

 

2 0 1 On Campus 

 

 

 

 *Statistics are disclosed by location category:  on campus, non-campus, public property, or 

student residential facilities.   
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Crime Prevention/Safety Programs 
 

Public Safety provides the campus community with safety and crime prevention information. 

A public safety information manual, disseminated to all students, faculty, and staff, contains 

crime prevention tips and safety information. Additional copies are available to students, 

faculty, and staff at the Public Safety office. Presentations and materials are available on 

topics including personal safety, property engraving, fire safety, alcohol/drug issues, and date 

rape prevention. Please call the office during the week for information.  

 

Campus security information sessions are given each semester at residence hall meetings.   

 

Additional Public Safety Services 
 

SGC Public Safety provides additional services for the faculty, staff, students and visitors on 

campus. Officers are available to:  

 

 Jump-start vehicles   

 Assist in getting gasoline   

 Assist in changing tires, if needed   

 Provide transportation to medical and other emergency appointments   

 Provide escort service on campus after dark   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Driving/Parking at South Georgia College 
 

Driving Tips: 

 

1. College Park Drive has the most vehicle traffic of any road at South Georgia College and 

its two pedestrian crosswalks are also heavily traveled. For that reason, stay well within 

the 25 M.P.H. speed limit, be alert for pedestrian traffic and for cars pulling out, and do 

not park facing into traffic.  

 

2. Pay attention to the signs: One-way, Stop, etc. Besides increasing your chances for a 

traffic accident, you will be ticketed for violating these signs.  
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3. If you do have an accident, and if it doesn’t constitute a safety hazard, leave both vehicles 

where they are and immediately notify Public Safety at telephone # 260-4444 (or use the 

emergency telephone call box located in most of the parking lots.)   

 

 

 

 

Parking Tips 

 

1. There are almost 1100 parking spaces on campus and there is never a time when all of 

them are being used. 

 

2. Come early if you want a prime parking space. If you are late, settle for a parking space 

behind the Library or in one of the other parking areas, all within short walking distances 

of the classrooms.  Once you find a parking space, stay parked there instead of trying to 

move your vehicle from class to class.  

 

3. If you’re not faculty/staff, don’t park in spaces marked for them and absolutely do not 

park or drive on the grass. Also, when parking on College Park Drive, park only on the 

north side of the roadway and park so the right tires of your vehicle are close to the curb.  

 

4. Yellow curbing warns you that if you park there you will be illegally parking and will 

receive a ticket. 

 

5. Get a parking decal from Public Safety in Shannon Hall as soon as you can and save 

yourself a ticket.   

SGC Traffic Regulations 

 

 

I.  General:   
a. Maintaining or operating a motor vehicle on campus is a privilege extended by South 

Georgia College in return for adherence to certain commonly accepted regulations 

designed to promote the safety and welfare of all.  

b. These regulations apply to all faculty, staff, visitors, and students of this institution.  
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c. In addition to these regulations, all provisions of the Georgia Traffic code apply on 

campus. Public Safety Officers may cite violators under the South Georgia College 

Traffic Regulations or the Georgia Traffic code.  

d. Changes to the South Georgia College Traffic Regulations can be achieved by 

publishing in the Semaphore and incorporated into subsequent editions of this book. 

These changes are official upon publication in either medium.  

 

II.  Vehicle Registration:   

a. No one shall park or operate a motor vehicle on campus unless qualified to do so 

under applicable state, local and South Georgia College regulations and law. Vehicles 

parked or operated on campus must be registered with the Department of Public 

Safety from the operator’s home state or the State of Georgia.  

b. All vehicles operated on campus must be registered and the permit be displayed on the 

vehicle no later than 5 p.m. the first day of scheduled classes.  

c. Registration permits must be permanently affixed to the rear bumper or the back 

window, except in the cases of a motorcycle they should be on the rear fender or the 

windshield. Staff/faculty decals of the hang-up type should be hooked over the rear-

view mirror.  

d. Student parking permit fees are assessed each semester. The issued parking decal is 

valid for the current school year (Fall Semester thru Summer Semester). Student 

decals/permits are not transferable from one vehicle to the other. If for any reason a 

student must drive a vehicle other than the one registered, a temporary registration 

permit will be issued, free of charge, at the Public Safety Office.  

e. When a student wishes to terminate a vehicle’s registration and register another 

vehicle, the parking permit should be scraped from the vehicle and the remains 

brought to the Public Safety office, where a replacement will be issued.  

f. To obtain a South Georgia College permit, all personnel must have the following:  

1. Current operator’s permit.  

2. A receipt from the SGC cashier indicating that the permit fee has been paid.  

3. Current state vehicle registration.  

4. A fully operable motor vehicle.  

 

 III.  Parking 
a. Restrictions in controlled parking areas are in effect 24 hours a day.  

b.  Students, visitors, or faculty/staff may park in any parking area unless it is posted 

otherwise.  

c. There are some faculty, staff, and visitors’ parking areas designated by appropriate 

signs. Signs identifying other restricted areas are displayed in a conspicuous manner. 

d. Students with physical disabilities who do not have a state issued handicap tag/decal 

may apply to the Public Safety office for a temporary handicap parking permit in 

order to park in the handicap parking areas. Verification of the condition may be 

required.  

e. Parking is prohibited on grass or areas under cultivation, unless otherwise designated.  
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     Exceptions to this are the grassy areas adjacent to the roadway along Tiger Road by 

     the softball field, tennis courts and golf course. Park completely off the  

     roadways in those areas, but no more than three feet off the roadway.   

f. Vehicles are not permitted to park or wait at a yellow curb, or in driveways/fire lanes.  

g. Parking is prohibited in walkways, which normally are lined with white paint.   

h. Parking is prohibited within 15 feet of any building, fire hydrant, or intersection.  

i. Neither parking nor stopping is permitted in loading zones. These areas are marked 

as restricted parking areas.  

j. Two-wheel motor vehicles must comply with all parking regulations and must be 

parked in the same area as automobiles.  Special areas may be designated for the 

parking of two-wheel motor vehicles.   

k. Parking on the left side of two-way streets is prohibited.  

         

 

IV.  Speed Restrictions 
a. The speed limit on South Georgia College streets and parking areas shall be 25 MPH 

unless otherwise posted.  

b. All traffic must follow the traffic flow plan as posted. This includes private and 

service vehicles. This does not apply to emergency vehicles on emergency runs.  

c. Moving violations may be cited into either city or state court.  

         

 

V.   Other General Traffic Rules: 

a. Officers issuing traffic citations do not have the authority to arbitrate citations.  

b. South Georgia College assumes no responsibility for damage to vehicles or loss from 

vehicles while the vehicles are being operated on property under the control of the 

College.  

c. The registrant of a vehicle is responsible for the safe operation and proper parking of 

the vehicle, regardless of who may be the operator. A citation will not be excused on 

the grounds that another person was operating the vehicle.  

d. An illegally parked vehicle may be towed away, impounded, or a restraining device 

applied if the vehicle presents a hazard, creates an inconvenience or nuisance, or has 

been involved in previous offenses. The College assumes no liability for possible 

damage incurred from such movement. The registrant shall be responsible for all      

towing and storing charges.  

e. The operation on campus of a vehicle which has an excessively loud or faulty muffler 

on campus, or from which excessively loud noise issues from the vehicle, will be a 

violation of traffic regulations.  

f. Failure to answer promptly to a notice regarding a traffic citation may result in one or 

more of the following:  

1. Withholding of academic transcripts.  

2. Suspension from College and/or dismissal from College employment.  



 24 

g. No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of 

any officer with authority to direct, control or regulate traffic.  

h. All posted traffic signs must be obeyed.  

i. The registrant of a vehicle is responsible for showing current proof of insurance.  

j. Occupants of moving vehicles are not to engage in any unsafe acts, including, but not 

limited to:  riding on the outside of the vehicle, standing in the back of a truck while it 

is moving, or riding in the trunks of vehicles.  The offending occupant(s) and the 

driver of the vehicle may be issued citations.  

        

VI.  Vehicle Accidents: 

a. All accidents should be immediately reported to the South Georgia College Public 

Safety Department.   

b.  The driver of the vehicle that collides with an unattended vehicle shall immediately 

stop and notify either the owner or a Public Safety officer before leaving the scene of 

the accident. If neither can be located, the driver shall leave in a conspicuous place 

on the stricken vehicle written notice giving the name and address of the driver      

and the owner of the vehicle causing the damage.  

 

VII.  Loss of Driving/Registration Privileges: 

a. South Georgia College regards a person’s use of a motor vehicle as a privilege that 

may be revoked for cause at any time. Some specific reasons for which a person may 

lose the privilege of operating a motor vehicle on campus are:  

1. Driving under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs.  

2. Failure to demonstrate a courteous and responsible behavior toward College or 

local regulations.  

3. Failure to satisfactorily settle traffic violation notices.  

4. Excessive traffic violations.  

5. Other appropriate reasons.  

b. If the privilege of operating a motor vehicle on campus is lost and the person 

operates that vehicle on campus again during the period of time the revocation is in 

effect, that vehicle can be towed away, impounded, or a restraining device applied.  

 

VIII.  Driving While Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs: 

           The driver of any vehicle found guilty of driving while under the influence of alcohol  

           or drugs on campus may lose campus driving privileges and is subject to prosecution  

           under the applicable state law.  

 

IX.  Procedures for Administering Parking Violations: 

a. Campus parking violation fines are administrative and non-judicial. Campus parking 

violation citations will be voided only in case of error by the issuing officer. 

Questions of error may be discussed with the Chief of Public Safety, who is the only 

Public Safety officer authorized to void a citation. The Chief of Public Safety may 

also change a citation to a warning under extenuating circumstances.  
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b. Persons who wish to appeal a campus citation may do so in writing. This should be 

accomplished within 24 hours of discussing the citation with the Chief of Public 

Safety. Normal appellate procedures apply. The fine will be paid regardless of appeal 

and refunded upon presentation of a receipt, should the appeal be upheld.  

c. Upon receipt of the fourth traffic ticket in a semester for the same offense, the student 

may be referred to the Vice President for Student Affairs for additional administrative 

action, such as a suspension of driving privileges on campus.  

 

X.  Standard Administrative Actions for Traffic Violations 

 

 

Violations First Second Third  

    

1. Failure to register vehicle or failure to 

properly display decal 

$15 $25 

 

$35 

    

2.  False registration of vehicle $15 $25 $35 

    

3a.  Illegal parking $15 $25 $35 

    

3b. Parking in a faculty space  $15 $25 $35 

 

 

 

   

3c.  Parking in a disabled space $150 

(Georgia 
$200  

Code) 

$250 

    

4.  Excessively loud $15 $25 $35 

5.  Driving in a prohibited area $15 $25 $35 

    

6.  Failure to obey directions of a traffic 

officer. 

$15 $25 $35 

    

7.  Blocking fire lane or fire hydrant $25 $35 $70 

    

8.  Driving to, bringing to, or failing to 

remove from campus a car with revoked 

registration. 

$50 $100 

 

$200 

    

9. Unsafe acts in/on a moving vehicle                $50          $100                 $200 

10.  Littering                                                         $100        $150                 $200 

11.  Driving on the Grass                                      $15         $25                    $35 
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 XI.  Registrant Responsibility 

The registrant of a vehicle is responsible for payment of any fines incurred through operation 

of that vehicle for any violations cited here. 

 

XII. Towing of Vehicles 

 

        All vehicles parked on campus must have a visible parking decal. Any vehicle parked on 

the campus without a visible parking decal may be towed at the driver/owner’s expense. This 

policy will be enforced if one or more parking citations have been issued to the vehicle. 

        If a vehicle is parked in such a way that it is causing a traffic hazard or might cause an 

accident, it may be towed at the driver/owner’s expense.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Violent or Hostile Behavior 

 

1. If hostile or violent behavior is occurring or you believe it is about to happen:  

 

 Should gunfire or explosives hazard the campus, you should take cover immediately 

using all available concealment. Leave the immediate area whenever possible and 

direct others to do so.   
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 Close and lock doors when possible to separate yourself and others from the armed 

suspect.   

 Distance plus barriers equals safety.  Move fast and keep large objects between you 

and a person with a gun.    

  Initiate contact with the Public Safety Department as soon as possible to ensure that a 

timely response is begun before a situation becomes uncontrollable.   

 

 

2. If you are taken hostage:  

 

 Be patient. Time is usually on your side. Avoid drastic action – unless you make the 

judgment (based on the facts of the present situation) that action will be the only thing 

that saves your life and/or the lives of others.  If you must take drastic action, such as 

when the hostage-takers are suicidal terrorists, enlist as much help as possible and 

arm yourselves with whatever is at hand.  Surprise and speed will be essential. 

 The initial 45 minutes are the most dangerous. Follow instructions, be alert, and stay 

alive. Most captors are emotionally unbalanced. Don’t make mistakes that could 

hazard your well-being.   

 Don’t speak unless spoken to and then only when necessary. Don’t talk down or 

attempt to rationalize with the captor.   

 Avoid appearing hostile. Maintain eye contact with the captor at all times if possible, 

but do not stare.   

 Try to rest. Avoid speculating. Comply with instructions as best you can. Avoid 

arguments. Expect the unexpected, severe mood swings, irrational actions, etc. 

Displaying a certain amount of fear can possibly work to your advantage.   

 Do not make quick or sudden moves. If you must go to the bathroom, need 

medications or first aid, ask your captors.   

 Be observant. When you are released, or if you escape, the personal safety of others 

may depend on what you remember about the situation, the persons, and the place.   
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Bomb Threats 

 

Bomb threats are usually received by telephone. The person receiving the threat should 

remain calm and attempt to obtain as much information as possible by using the bomb threat 

checklist on the outside back cover of the public safety manual. 

 

Call Public Safety at 64444 (260-4444 if off campus) and give the officer your name, 

location, and telephone number. Inform officers of the situation, including any information 

you may have as to the location of the bomb, time it is set to explode, and the time you 

received the call. DO NOT USE TWO-WAY RADIOS OR CELL PHONES WITHIN 1000 

FEET OF THE SUSPECTED DEVICE!  If you do so, you may trigger the device. 

 

Inform your residence hall manager, immediate supervisor or other appropriate person. 

Public Safety will respond and decide on whether to evacuate the location. If you should 

notice a suspicious object, report it to the officer, but do not handle the object.  

 

If instructed to evacuate the building, move to a distance 2,000 – 3,000 feet from the 

building. If possible, move upwind from any potential blast area.  Do not reenter the building 

until receiving the "all clear" from the officer.  

 

 

Explosions 

 

Continue to use the same precautions as above.  Be aware that sometimes secondary devices 

may be timed to follow the initial blast, so do not rush in immediately.  Avoid, if possible, 

the dust cloud that accompanies a blast and attempt to stay upwind of the blast area until 

Public Safety officials determine it is safe to enter the area.  If you are caught in the dust 

cloud, attempt to cover at least your nose and mouth with a cloth or any other material that 

will help you filter the air.  As soon as possible, get rid of any contaminated clothing and 

shower thoroughly, as the dust cloud could contain harmful materials such as asbestos or 

harmful chemicals, etc. 
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“Dirty Bombs” 

 

“Dirty Bombs” are radiological dispersion bombs in which a conventional explosive is 

packaged along with radioactive material.  As with other bomb detonations, leave the area as 

soon as possible (attempting to go upwind if possible) and then take decontamination 

procedures (change of clothing, shower, etc.), being careful not to further contaminate other 

areas and people.  DO NOT apply ointments to burned areas and DO NOT remain in exposed 

clothing. Most immediate deaths and all property damage would probably be the result of the 

explosion itself, not the radioactive material.  If your exposure was lengthy or you were 

contaminated by a massive amount of the radioactive material, you may have radiation 

sickness very quickly, followed by other serious medical problems.  If your exposure was 

brief and you were not contaminated by a large amount of the radioactive material, you may 

have no immediate symptoms, but it may result in increased risk for cancer.  In either case, 

seek immediate medical attention and have your physician monitor your health afterwards.  

Be sure to let health facility personnel know immediately that you may have been 

contaminated.   

 

Radioiodine is a radioactive isotope of iodine that is produced by nuclear reactors. Exposure 

to radioiodine can cause thyroid cancer, particularly in young children. In the event of a 

nuclear bomb or reactor accident, radioiodine may be released into the atmosphere.  Taking 

potassium iodide pills within three or four hours of such radiation exposure can prevent 

subsequent thyroid cancer, but does not affect other types of radiation.  Local health 

department officials will tell people when to take potassium iodide.   

 

For more information concerning radiological hazards, visit the website for the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention:  www.bt.cdc.gov. 

 

 

Chemical Attacks 

 

Chemical agents can be dispersed through artillery shells or missiles bursting on the ground 

or in the air, sprayed from an airplane, or a number of other ways.  Most chemical agents act 

within seconds or minutes and people in the area become obviously ill very quickly.  Only a 

gas mask and protective clothing or a sealed environment offers full protection against a 

chemical attack.  If we are attacked here in the U.S. it will probably come without any 

warning, so there will be little chance to get the protective equipment or get into the sealed 

environment.  Any sealed environment must also have an air source or there is a danger of 

asphyxiation.  Avoid panic when you are still within the contaminated area, as panic will 

only cause you to breathe faster, breathing in more of the substance.  As with bomb attacks, 

get out of the area immediately and go upwind of the danger site and be decontaminated as 

soon as possible.  Avoid what appear to be clouds of possible chemical agents.  Fresh air is 

your friend.  Remember not to panic, as more people are likely to be killed by injuries 

sustained in panicking than by the chemical agents themselves.   

http://www.bt.cdc.gov/
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If you were contaminated, seek medical assistance immediately following decontamination.    

First, remove all clothing and other items in contact with the body, cutting off any clothing 

that has to be removed over the head.  Place those items in a plastic bag, flush your eyes with 

plenty of water and then you  can decontaminate yourself using soap and water, but do not 

scrub harshly. You can decontaminate your glasses and other items that were possibly 

contaminated using a solution of 5% bleach and water.  If blisters form on your skin, DO 

NOT burst them.   

 

For more information concerning chemical hazards, visit the website for the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention:  www.bt.cdc.gov. 

 

 

Biological Attacks 

 

Biological agents will most likely be used in the forms of aerosol spray or a dry powder.  We 

will most likely not know that a biological attack has taken place until people begin to be sick 

and seek medical attention.  The incubation period of various biological agents may differ 

greatly. The most typical symptoms of a biological attack are either flu-like symptoms or 

rashes.  No single immunization can guard against biological attacks and not all forms of 

diseases can be effectively treated by antibiotics.  Seek medical attention as soon as 

symptoms develop or as soon as you know that you were contaminated.  Immediate 

recognition and treatment are effective.  A certain amount of protection may be obtained 

from paper masks or other items (such as clothing) improvised to cover the mouth and nose.  

DO not seek low places like ditches, basements and underground garages, as the substances 

in the air are heavier than the air.  You should decontaminate using the same procedures as 

with chemical attacks. 

 

Letters or packages may contain bio-agents in a fine powder form, with the terrorist intending 

for the fine powder to get in the air upon the letter/package being opened and then the victims 

to breathe in the substance.  Do not open suspicious letters or packages (those that have 

excessive postage, poorly typed or handwritten addresses, discolorations or odors, no return 

address, lopsided or uneven envelopes, or a city or state in the postmark that does not match 

the return address).  Also, do not shake or empty the contents or transfer the item somewhere 

else or allow anyone else to touch it.  Notify Public Safety or your supervisor so HazMat 

personnel can be contacted.  Leave the area and close any doors to the area, shutting off, if 

possible, the ventilation system.  Wash your hands with soap and water to prevent the 

spreading of potentially infectious material.  Remember that those areas contaminated with 

anthrax were particularly hard to decontaminate so let the professionals do the 

decontaminating.  Keep a list of all those that were in the area so it can be turned over to 

local public health and law enforcement authorities.   

 

http://www.bt.cdc.gov/
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For more information concerning biological hazards, visit the website for the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention:  www.bt.cdc.gov. 

 

 

Protective Shelters 

 

If you are downwind from a chemical, biological or radiological event and there is no time to 

get out of the path of the cloud (whether visible or invisible), seek shelter, such as your home 

or the building where you are, and then turn off all ventilation.  Preferably, seek shelter in an 

internal room without windows.  Remember that for a chemical or biological event, the 

substance may seek the lowest level but that in radiological events (particularly such as a 

nuclear explosion) to go beneath ground level is highly desirable.  For radiological events 

such as nuclear explosions, the more lead and ground or other dense materials between you 

and the radiation, the better, but any shelter is better than none.    Of course, the more 

distance between you and the source of the radiation, the better, and fallout radiation loses its 

intensity fairly rapidly. Within two weeks the radiation level will drop to about 1% of its 

initial level.   

 

If possible, for chemical and biological events, seal the room with duct tape and plastic 

sheeting.  Ten square feet of floor space per person will provide sufficient air to prevent 

carbon dioxide buildup for up to five hours.  Take your battery-operated radio with you and 

follow official instructions.  In your home you may want to keep a battery-operated radio 

with fresh batteries, an adequate supply of canned foods and containers of fresh water for use 

not only for possible terrorist events, but also for use in possible natural disaster events.  

With those supplies you may also want to keep latex gloves and paper masks with this 

emergency equipment, as well as first aid supplies, personal items to include medications, 

etc.   

 

(A more detailed look at all types of hazardous events can be found at:  

www.fema.gov/areyouready/ ) 

http://www.bt.cdc.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/
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Fires 

 

1.  Report all incidents immediately to Public Safety at 64444 (or 260-4444 if off-campus) 

and   

     sound the building fire alarm. If for some reason you cannot get through to the 260-4444  

     number, then dial 911.  

 

2. Attempt to fight a fire ONLY if you know proper techniques and you can do so safely.    

     Never fight a fire alone.  

 

3. As a general rule, smoke first accumulates in a room at the ceiling. Keep low to avoid it,  

    even crawl!  

 

4. Check all doors by touch prior to opening. If warm, do not open; there may be a fire on 

the other side. Close any interior doors to prevent the spread of fire and smoke. Do not 

lock the doors!  

 

5. Do not attempt to use elevators.   

 

6. Remember – sounding of a building fire alarm constitutes an order to leave, not a request. 

The dormitory manager will levy a $100 fine on any who fail to leave the building 

promptly – even if it turns out to be a false alarm or a test.  

 

7. If your clothes should catch fire – stop, drop to the ground, or floor, and roll over and 

over, covering your face with your hands.  

 

8. Fire doors, such as the doors leading to stairwells, prevent fire and smoke from spreading 

and provide a safe escape route.  Keep them closed at all times and report any that need 

repair or have been propped open.   

 

9. If you’re trapped in your room:  

 Keep the door closed.       

 Seal cracks around the door with tape, clothes, sheets, etc.   

 Open windows slightly if there’s no smoke outside. Open at top to vent smoke, or open 

at the bottom to let fresh air in.   
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 Tie a wet cloth over your nose and mouth to aid breathing.  

 Stay low, where air is fresher.   

 Signal rescuers by waving a sheet or clothing out the window, or telephone for help.   

 Don’t jump if you are higher than 2 stories.   

 

10. Once outside, stand clear of the building, out of the way of firefighters. Never go back 

into a burning building for any reason.  Report to your meeting place.  

 

11. Report hazards (i.e., chemical, high voltage lines, structure damage, etc.) to responding 

emergency personnel.  

 

 

Chemical Spills 

 

1. Immediately leave the room or area where large volumes of chemicals, or acutely toxic 

chemicals have been spilled and close the door behind you.  

 

2. Call 64444 (or 260-4444 if off-campus) and report the chemical type, volume, and 

location along with your name and phone extension.  

 

3. Notify your supervisors and others in the vicinity that a spill has occurred. Stand by in a 

safe area for the arrival of response personnel. Be prepared to meet and provide the 

response personnel with information about the spill. 

 

4. For assistance with other matters related to chemical incidents/training or for disposal of 

small scale spill clean-up materials, call the S.G.C. Environmental Safety Hazard Officer.  
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Tornadoes 

 

1. When a tornado watch is announced, this means that tornadoes may occur. Keep your 

radio or television or NOAA weather radio tuned to a local station for information and 

advice from Weather Service.  

 

2. When a tornado warning is issued, take shelter immediately. A tornado has actually been 

sighted. The warning signal is a 3 to 5 minute sound on sirens, whistles or other devices. 

On campus, Public Safety may sound their patrol car sirens with a very long blast (about 3 

to 5 minutes), followed by a short silence, then another long blast, etc. Once you are 

safely in a shelter, then turn on the local radio or television station for official information 

and instructions. The Environmental Safety Officer monitors the Weather Service and 

Public Safety radio frequencies and immediately notifies persons in each building on 

campus of the changing weather conditions. It is their job to notify the other building 

occupants.  

 

3. In dormitories, office buildings, classroom buildings, etc., stand in an interior hallway on 

a lower floor, preferably in the basement or designated shelter area, if one is available. If a 

building has no basement, seek out interior spaces that form a protective core. Small 

rooms, such as closets or bathrooms in the center offer the greatest protection. Once in 

this area, cover your head with pillows, mattresses, etc., to protect yourself from flying 

debris.  

 

4. Always stay away from the windows, exterior walls and exterior doors.  

 

5. Avoid auditoriums and gymnasiums or other structures with wide, free-span roofs.   
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6. The most dangerous locations of a building are usually along the south and west sides, 

and at all corners. (The direction of most tornadoes is from the southwest to the 

northeast.) If you are outside and there is no time to find suitable shelter, lie flat in the 

nearest depression, such as a ditch, culvert, excavation or ravine. Cover the back of your 

neck with your hands.  

 

7. If you are in your car – do not try to outrun a tornado with your vehicle. Leave your 

vehicle immediately! If it is not possible to find suitable shelter inside a building, lie flat 

in a ditch, culvert or low area and cover the back of your neck with your hands.   

 

8. After the tornado – stay alert! Take extreme care when moving about in an area damaged 

by a tornado. Watch for broken power lines, shattered glass, splintered wood, or other 

sharp protruding objects.  

 

9. In the event a tornado does hit South Georgia College, use a telephone only for 

emergency purposes. During disaster situations, telephone overloads make coordination 

difficult for emergency operations forces.   

 

10. In the event a tornado or severe winds cause extreme damage to campus property or 

results in numerous personal injuries, the campus will be closed and traffic barriers placed 

at the college entrances, with Public Safety controlling traffic onto campus.  

 

 

Thunderstorms and Lightning 

 

12. Not all thunderstorms produce tornadoes, but severe thunderstorms have lightning, strong 

winds, and other hazards, such as damaging hail.  

 

13. As soon as you see lightning, count the seconds until you hear the thunder. If there are 5 

seconds, the lighting was about a mile away. If you see lighting and hear thunder at just 

about the same time, watch out. The storm is right above you, only a few hundred feet 

away.  

 

14. Keep an eye on the sky and when you see nearby lightning:  

 Try to get into a house or large building.   

  Don’t go into a shed that stands alone.  

 Don’t stand under a tree that stands alone. If there is no other 

           shelter, get underneath a small tree in the midst of other small  

           trees.   

 You may get inside a hard-topped car.   

 If you’re in water, get out. Get away from the beach.   

 Don’t stay in a boat if a storm is approaching.   



 36 

 If you’re on high ground, try to get to lower ground. Don’t be higher than your 

surroundings.   

 Don’t carry anything made of metal and don’t be near anything made of metal, such as 

motorcycles, bicycles, fences, cables, metal pipes, etc.   

 If you’re in an open, level area, separate yourself from others. If you feel your hair 

stand on end, lightning is about to strike. Crouch on your knees and bend over,  

           putting your hands on your knees. Do not lie down, because wet ground can carry  

          electricity.   

 

4.  If you’re inside:  

 Stay away from water faucets, sinks, tubs, electric appliances and anything that could 

conduct electricity.  Don’t use the telephone unless there’s an emergency.   

 Keep away from windows and doors   

 

 

Floods 

 

1. Do not attempt to cross a flooding stream on foot where the water is above your knees or 

where it is swiftly flowing.  

 

2. If you are driving, don’t try to drive through water of unknown depth. Even water that 

appears shallow, but is swiftly moving, can carry your vehicle downstream.  

 

3. If your vehicle stalls while in water, abandon it immediately and seek higher ground. 

Many deaths have been caused by attempts to move stalled vehicles.   

 

4. Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to recognize flood dangers.   

 

5. On campus, Public Safety will block off roads that are flooded. Do not attempt to go 

around these blockades.  

 

6. Public Safety will provide notification when evacuation becomes necessary.  

 

 

         

 

 

(A more detailed look at all types of hazardous events can be found at:  

www.fema.gov/areyouready/ ) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/
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Protecting Yourself 
 

 

General Rules:  
 

1. Be aware – Recognize your vulnerability.   

 

2. Report all suspicious persons, vehicles, and activities to Public Safety immediately. Try to 

get tag numbers if possible.   

 

3. Be a good neighbor and help protect your friends and neighbors by watching out for them 

and their property, too.  

 

In Buildings:  
 

1. Always lock the door to your room, office, or vehicle when you are away, not only to 

prevent thefts, but so you won’t have any unwelcome guests waiting on you when you 

return.  

 

2. Keep your doors locked whenever you find yourself alone in a building.  

 

3. Keep the door(s) to your residence and windows accessible from the outside locked at all 

times.  

 

4. NEVER sleep in an unlocked room or house.   

 

5. Do not put your name and address on key rings.  

 

6. If you lose the keys to your dorm room or residence, have the lock(s) changed. On-

campus residents should notify their dorm manager immediately.  

 

7. Do not study in poorly lit, secluded areas.  

 

8. Require callers to identify themselves before opening your door. Off campus residents 

should require official identification from all repair or service personnel.  

 

9. Do not let strangers in to use your telephone. Direct them to a public telephone.  
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10. If you find that your room has been entered, DO NOT GO INSIDE. Go to a neighbor and 

call Public Safety. If you are already inside, DO NOT TOUCH ANYTHING. You may 

disturb evidence that is important to the investigation.  

 

11. If you are awakened by an intruder in your room, do not try to apprehend that person. The 

intruder may be armed or may be easily armed from items within your room. If the 

intruder poses an immediate threat, get out of the room. If the intruder does not appear to 

pose a physical threat, common sense may dictate pretending you are asleep.  

 

12. Be cautious when using bathroom facilities when there is no one else around, particularly 

at night.  

 

13. DO NOT block open the entrance doors to dormitories. The doors were put there to 

protect you and others from "all the things that go bump in the night."  

 

14. Report lights that are out and any hazardous conditions immediately to Public Safety.  

 

15. If, while waiting for an elevator, you find yourself alone with a stranger, let the stranger 

take the elevator and wait for its return.  

 

16. If you are on an elevator with someone who makes you feel uneasy, get off at the next 

floor.  

 

17. On an elevator, always stand near the control panel, where you have access to the alarm 

and floor buttons. 

 

Out Walking:   
 

1. Use the "buddy" system when going out, especially after dark and then stay on traveled 

and well-lighted routes.  Avoid short cuts and keep away from shrubbery, bushes, 

alleyways, or any other areas where an assailant might be lurking. (Remember that Public 

Safety will provide escort services upon request after daylight hours.)  

 

2. Do not hitchhike or accept rides from strangers or casual acquaintances.  

 

3. When walking to your vehicle or residence, have your keys ready in hand.  

 

4. When being dropped off at your residence by taxi or private vehicle, ask the driver to wait 

until you get inside.  

 

5. If threatened by an approaching vehicle, run in the opposite direction. The vehicle will 

have to turn around.  
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6. When getting out of a car at a public convenience (phone, rest stop, etc.), take a look 

around to make sure that you are not being followed.  

 

7. If you are walking alone and someone passes you, check to be sure that person has 

continued walking in the other direction.  

 

8. If you think you are being followed, cross the street and, if necessary, keep crossing back 

and forth. If you are pursued, call for help and run to a lighted business or residence; enlist 

the aid of a passerby; flag down a passing motorist; or, as a last resort, break a window in 

a residence or pull a fire alarm. Do anything that might attract attention or summon 

assistance.   

 

9. If you find yourself confronted by an assailant, you must remember that while screaming 

and struggling may in some instances frighten off the assailant, in other instances such 

actions may further antagonize the assailant and bring forth a more violent reaction. 

Above all, you must keep your head and assess the situation before choosing your 

course of action. Whether or not the assailant is armed or has made threats against your 

life will, obviously, be a determining factor in your decision. The key word in this type of 

situation is survival. 

 

Out Driving 
 

1. Do not pick up hitchhikers.  

 

2. Whenever possible, limit traveling to well- lit, well traveled roads.  

 

3. Keep your windows closed and doors locked.  

 

4. When stopped at traffic lights or stop signs, keep your vehicle in gear. If threatened, 

sound your horn and drive away as soon as possible.  

 

5. Consider installing an alarm system with a panic switch.  

 

6. Avoid stopping in poorly lit, out-of-the-way places.  

 

7. If your vehicle breaks down, signal for assistance by raising your hood and by tying a 

white handkerchief to the radio antenna or door handle. Stay inside your vehicle with the 

windows closed and the doors locked. If a roadside Samaritan stops, roll down your 

window just enough to talk and ask that he/she call the police. If the appears to be a threat, 

sound the horn and flash your lights.   

 

8. If you think you are being followed, keep out of desolate areas. Look for a place where 

there are people, then stop and let the vehicle pass you.  
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9. If the vehicle continues to follow, drive to the nearest location where you can get 

assistance, i.e., gas stations, shopping centers, police or fire stations, etc.  

 

10. If you are followed into your driveway or parking lot, stay locked inside your vehicle until 

you can identify the occupants of the vehicle. If threatened, sound your horn until you 

attract attention or the vehicle leaves.  

 

11. When parking at night, choose well-lit areas. Before getting out of your vehicle, check for 

people loitering.   

 

12. Always remove your ignition keys. Lock the vehicle whenever it is unattended.   

 

13. Before entering your vehicle, always check the interior, paying particular attention to the 

floor and rear seat. 

 

What Women Should Know about Acquaintance Rape  
 

1. Sexual intercourse without consent is rape.  

 

2. Research shows that the majority of rapes are acquaintance rapes and most victims are 

women.  

 

3. Rape is a crime of power and control.  

 

4. Beware of alcohol and other drugs. It’s much harder to control the situation if you are 

under the influence. Be aware of how much your date drinks, too.  

 

5. Don’t leave your drink alone and don’t drink something you didn’t open yourself. "Date 

rape drugs" put in a drink can cause intense drunkenness, difficulty moving, and memory 

loss.  

 

6. Avoid secluded places. Suggest meeting in public places where help will be nearby or go 

out with a group or double date.  

 

7. Make it clear before you get into a sexual situation what your limits are.   

 

8. Have your own transportation. If you don’t know him well, drive your own car or use 

public transportation, if possible.  

 

9. Don’t give in to any of his sexual demands hoping you’ll appease him. Confront him. 

Demand respect.  
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10. Trust your instincts. If you feel pressured or afraid, you have the right to protest, leave, 

and get to a safe place. 

 

What Men Should Know about Acquaintance Rape  
 

1. Sexual intercourse without consent is rape; it is a crime for which you can be arrested and 

prosecuted.  

 

2. Research shows that the majority of rapes are acquaintance rapes.  

 

3. Avoid excessive alcohol in a dating situation. Most acquaintance rapes involve alcohol 

and you are still responsible for your actions even if you are under the influence. Being 

drunk does not excuse you from using threats, intimidation, or physical force to force 

another person to have sex.  

 

4. If you have sex with her and she is incapacitated because of alcohol or drugs, it is rape.  

 

5. Communicate your sexual desires and limits clearly.  

 

6. Respect a woman’s decision when she says "no." Believe what she says. If you have sex 

with her after she says "no," you have raped her.   

 

7. If she says "yes", but then changes her mind, you do not have the right to pressure or force 

her to have sex. If you do, it is rape.  

 

8. Previous sexual encounters do not imply permission for future encounters. 

 

Obscene/Harassing Telephone Calls  
 

1. As soon as you hear an obscenity, improper questions, or no response to your sleepy 

"hello" – hang up!  

 

2. Don’t talk to strangers – be careful when the caller says that he or she is taking a survey. 

Say that you will call back after you verify the survey, or simply say you don’t do 

surveys.  

 

3. Don’t play detective – don’t extend the telephone call by trying to figure out who is 

calling. This or any type reaction is exactly what the caller wants and needs.  

 

4. Keep cool. Don’t let the caller know you are upset or angry.  

 

5. Don’t try to be clever. A witty response may be interpreted as a sign of encouragement.  
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6. Don’t try to be a counselor. He or she will only be encouraged by your concern and will 

continue the late night calls.  

 

7. Place ads with caution. When placing an ad in a newspaper, use a newspaper or post 

office box number if possible. If you must use your telephone, do not list your address.  

 

8. Never volunteer your number to a telephone caller. If your number is the wrong number, 

the caller does not need to know your telephone number. That could be encouragement to 

call back.  

 

9. Report obscene or annoying telephone calls to Public Safety. Begin making a record of 

each call. 

 

10.  Beware of scams by callers.  Make it a habit not to order products from callers you do not 

know.  If you are interested in their product, ask them to send you some written material 

so you can check them and their company out.  DO NOT give out your credit card 

number, social security number, etc., to these type callers, even when they say they are 

representing well-known companies.  They may be frauds. 

 

 

Safety on the Internet 

 
 While many of us have grown to love our personal computers and the Internet, there 

are many dangers involved in their usage.  Try to stay current with all aspects of Internet 

safety and security.  A good source for breaking news in computer technology is “TechTV”. 

 

Viruses.  Computer viruses are simply programs that can interfere with or even 

critically damage your computer, programs, and stored data.  To help prevent these viruses: 

 

1.  Use a good Anti-Virus program and be sure to apply its periodic updates. Never use a disc 

     that belongs to someone else without first checking it for viruses. 

 

2.  Do not open e-mail attachments from someone you do not know.  Be wary, even if you  

     know that person, because an infected attachment may have been sent if the sender’s  

     computer has become infected without the sender’s knowledge.  In those cases, you can  

     scan the attachment with your anti-virus program before opening it.  Be sure to not only  

    delete suspicious e-mails, but also delete the attached document from the attachment folder 

    on your C-drive and then empty your recycle bins, both on your e-mail program and your  



 43 

    desktop. 

 

4. Beware of hoax e-mails telling you that your computer is probably infected and 

instructing you to delete certain things on your computer.  Check at:  

www.symantec.com/avcenter/hoax.html or at www.snopes.com for a listing of current 

hoax e-mails. 

 

5. If your computer becomes infected and begins to infect other computers, unplug your 

Internet connection and contact someone who knows how to “clean” your computer and 

make it healthy again. 

 

6. If you have a broadband connection, such as DSL or a cable modem, consider installing a 

firewall.  See www.learnthenet.com/english/section/protect.html  for more information on 

this and other computer security hints.  A very effective and free firewall is “ZoneAlarm”.  

It can be found at www.zonelabs.com. 

 

7. Use passwords and use a different password for each account and keep them secret!!  Do 

not use passwords that can be associated with you, such as spouse’s, children’s or pet 

names, important dates in your life, favorite teams, vehicles, sports, etc.  Make your 

password complex by incorporating a mix of upper and lower case letters and one or more 

numbers.  The easiest passwords to crack using password-cracking software are those 

using only lower case letters! 

 

8. Update security patches for your operating system and web browser.    (See 

www.learnthenet.com/english/section/protect.html for more on this subject) 

 

9. Back up your data on a cd or disk just in case something does go wrong, and get in the 

habit of doing it on a regular basis. 

 

10.  Disconnect your Internet connection, or close your Web browser to go off line when you 

are done for the day.  You are most vulnerable when connected to the Net.   

 

 

Personal Safety:   

 

1.  Remember that strangers you meet on the Internet are strangers.  They may be saying  

     what they think you want to hear.  Victims have been robbed, sexually assaulted, and even 

     killed when they provided strangers enough information for those strangers to locate them  

     or when they foolishly agreed to meet them.   

 

2. Teach children not to give out personal information, such as what school they attend, what 

    sport and team they play on, their name and address, their favorite hangouts and when they  

    are there, etc.  Predators know just what questions to ask to get the information they need 

http://www.symantec.com/avcenter/hoax.html
http://www.snopes.com/
http://www.learnthenet.com/english/section/protect.html
http://www.zonelabs.com/
http://www.learnthenet.com/english/section/protect.html
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    to locate their next victim.  If you cannot supervise your child’s Internet activities, install a 

    software package such as “Net-Nanny” or “Norton’s Internet Security” and set up  

    restrictions.  For “A Parent’s Guide to Internet Safety,” go  

    http://www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide/pguide.htm 

 

Financial Safety: 

 

There are financial scams on the Internet.  Shop only at legitimate and protected on-line sites.  

When making on-line purchases, be sure the http:// in the URL changes to “shttp://” before 

entering any financial information. The “s” means you are on a secure web site.  Other 

information about how to determine which sites are legitimate and protected can be found at:  

www.wiredpatrol.org/wiredhelp/internet101/safe.html#4 . 

 

 

Protecting your Property 
 

Residence Hall and Private Residences 
 

1. Avoid bringing large amounts of cash or valuables to campus or to your residence.  

 

2. Keep items of value out of sight.  

 

3. Never lend the key to your residence.  

 

4. Do not hide keys under mats, above doors, in mailboxes, etc.  

 

5. No lock works unless you lock it! When leaving your room in the dormitory, lock it even 

if you are only going to be gone a minute.  

 

6. If you live in a dormitory, take your room key into the shower with you. Do not leave it in 

your robe or clothing where someone going through your pockets can find it.  

 

7. Remember to close and lock your windows when you are not going to be in the room. Use 

the key to lock your residence hall room.  

 

8. When leaving your vehicle at a repair shop/cleaning service, etc., leave only your vehicle 

key. Take your door keys, etc., with you.  

 

9. If you live in the dormitory, see the dormitory manager to have your valuable property 

(stereos, televisions, etc.) marked and/or record made of the serial numbers. If you live off 

campus, make a list of your valuable property, to include serial numbers and markings 

you have made, and keep the list hidden.  

        

http://www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide/pguide.htm
http://
http://www.wiredpatrol.org/wiredhelp/internet101/safe.html#4
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Classrooms, Offices, Labs, cafeteria, etc. 
 

1. Do not leave purses or valuable items in plain view if you are leaving the immediate area.  

 

2. Avoid bringing valuable personal property with you.  

 

3. If you are the last one out and you have the key, look around to make sure no one else is 

there, then turn off the lights and lock the doors.  

 

4. Report to Physical Plant (64383) or Public Safety (64401) if any locking mechanisms are 

not working. 

 

Motor Vehicles 
 

1. Keep your vehicle locked and the windows rolled up tightly. Even a small window space 

will allow access.  

 

2 Packages, luggage, and other valuables should be out of sight, in the trunk preferably.   

 

3.  Don’t leave purses, briefcases, wallets, etc., visible within the car.  

 

4.  Brand names, model numbers, and serial numbers of stereo tape player, C.B. radios, and  

     other auto accessories should be recorded. If you cannot find one, record your state and  

    driver’s License number on the item.  

 

5. Consider installing anti-theft devices, such as alarms systems, hidden ignition or fuel 

"kill" switches, steering column ignition switch protectors, steering wheel bars, etc., to 

prevent the theft of the car itself and locks on the hood, gas cap, mag wheels, spare tires, 

etc.  

 

6. Park in well lighted areas. 

 

Bicycles 
 

1. Bring your bicycle to the Public Safety office (or to the Residence Hall Manager if you 

live in the residence hall) and have your state and driver's license number engraved on it 

and this and the brand name recorded.  

 

2. Always lock your bicycle, preferably to an immovable object, such as a bicycle rack, 

telephone pole, sign or lamppost, etc.  

 

3. Whenever possible, keep your bicycle inside, but keep it away from stairways, ramps, 

elevators and exits.  
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4. If you must leave your bicycle outside, choose a well-lit, heavily traveled location.  

 

Identification/Debit Cards  

 
1.  When you are issued a South Georgia College Identification/Debit Card, protect it as if it   

      were a credit card – as it is a “financial transaction card”. 

 

2. Do not loan your Identification/Debit Card to anyone, as it will be seized when that 

person attempts to use it.  You may treat family and friends, but you must be present. 

 

3. If you lose your card, report that loss immediately to the cashier at Lillie’s Cafe and to the 

Business Office at Thrash Hall.  If it is stolen, report the theft immediately to the SGC 

Public Safety Department as well.  If you find someone else’s Identification/Debit card, 

immediately turn it in to Public Safety or to the Business Office at Thrash Hall.   

 

4. The criminal offense of “financial transaction card theft” occurs when a person obtains an  

      SGC Identification/Debit Card of another person without that person’s consent or a   

      person, with knowledge that it has been so obtained, receives the financial transaction  

      card with intent to use it or to sell it or to transfer it to a person other than the issuer or the  

      cardholder.  The offense of “financial transaction card theft” is a felony in the state  

      of Georgia, punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000 or imprisonment for not  

      less than one year nor more than three years, or both. 

 

 


